MOSLEM SCHISMS AND SECTS

they had killed him, and put his child to- death, as well as
his slave (concubine), the mother of his child. They then
encamped in Nahrawan. When news of them reached 'All
he started against them with forty thousand of his follow-
c;g ers, accompanied by 'Adi ibn-Hatim al-Ta'i,1 who said:

" When people fall back and slink away, we come with banners of truth

fluttering like eagles,
Against the worst of Schismatics, who have gathered together to make

war on the God of men, the Lord of the East,
Against the erring and the blind and the forsakers of true guidance,

all of whom reject his word, and are unrighteous.
And among us is 'All, of excellent virtue, who leads us against them

openly with shining swords."

On arriving, 'All sent word to them saying, " Hand over
the slayer of 'Abdallah ibn-Hubbab." The answer came
back, " Lo, all of us killed him, and verily if we had won
the victory over thee, we should have killed thee." Where-
upon 'AH attacked them with his army, and they appeared
before him en masse. But before fighting he said to them,
"What makes you seek revenge from me?" They an-
swered, " We seek revenge from thee, first of all, because
we fought for thee in the Battle of the Camel, and when the
Followers of the Camel were put to' flight thou didst permit
us [to keep] what we had won [in the way] of booty from
their soldiers, but thou didst forbid our taking possession
of their women and their children. Why didst thou permit
us their goods and exclude their women and children ?" CAK
answered: " I allowed their possessions to be seized only in
exchange for what they had robbed from the treasury in
al-Basrah before I came to them. But as to the women and
the children, they were not fighting us. And therefore the
regulations of Islam, made within the territory of Islam,2

1 Tabari, ibid., vol. iii, p. 171 et seq., 245, 326, 342, 653 et seq., 658, 675.
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